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For ye. know the grace w of 1% Lot 


Yew Chriſt, Sy though he was 


rich, yet for your ſakes he became 


poor, © that ye $i ogy his e 
might be rich. \ 


2 HE great deſign of chriſtianity 
is to form in our hearts a ſuper= 
28 tative love of God, and an un- 

feigned love of men. Theſe 

two precepts are a comptehen- 
ſive ſummary of practical religion, and What 
all the revelations of God to mankind in 
the law, and the prophets, are intended to 
explain and ee as abſolutely neceſſaty 
to our being accepted and 1 of him. 
N ow one eminent branch of an unfeign- 
ed love of men, is a merciful diſpoſition to 
the poor and needy. God has implanted in 
our minds fuch affections and diſpoſitions, as 
naturally incline us to be Kind, friendly, and 
charitable one towards aricther': he has ſo 
framed and conſtituted our nature, and ſo 
ordered the circumſtances of our preſen 
on as ta make n and mutual aſſi- 
ſtance, 


C i 
1 


—f4 + 


7.5 neceſſary to the ſu pport and er 
of life; thatgach one, from the ſenſe of his 
own wants, might ſee the reaſonableneſs, 
| and neceſſity of making it his buſineſs, and 
1 his pleaſure to do good to others. And 
| did not covetouſneſs, pride, and other fooliſh 
and abſurd paſſions, unreaſonably over-rule 
this diſpoſition, we ſhould rejoice with them 
| aobo rejoice, and weep with them who 
Weep. | i 
THIS diſpoſition the apoſtle, © in the 
chapter before us, exhorts the Corinthi- 
ans to; and in conſequence of it, deſires 
them to haſten their liberal contributions, 
for the poor neceſſitous Chriſtians in Ju- 
dea. To this purpoſe, | he. recommends 
h to their conſideration, the exemplary libera- 
45 lity ſhewn to them by the Chriſtians of 
5 Macedonia, andthe neighbouring parts, who, 
under the moſt diſtreſſing and narrow cir- 
; cumſtances, had abounded unto the riches of 
their liberality, and without any ſolicitati- 
| ons, had exceeded the apoſtle's expectations; 
from the firſt to the pxth verſe. And where- 
as the church at Corinth was become emi- 
nent fon other {ſpiritual endowments, and 
abounded in every thing, in faith, in utter- 
ance, ' and knowledge, and in all diligence, and 
in their love to him, he would have them 
, ebound in this grace, of liberality alſo, and 
g put, on bowels of mercy, and of kindneſs. 
= Bur the principal argument he lays be- 
| fore them to enforce this temper, and prac- 
£ | . tice, 
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tice, is the example of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who had diſcovered the greateſt grace 
and munificence; for the be was rich, yer 
for their ſakes became poor, that through his 
poverty they might be rich, viz, © It after 
s your knowledge of this grace of our Lord 
« Jeſus Chriſt, you ſhould be found deſti- 
« tute of compaſſion towards his poor and 
ce afflicted members, or your miniſtrations 
* on this occaſion ſhould. be diſproportio- 
„ nate, and ſcanty, how will ye in any 
«© meaſure anſwer the greatneſs of his mu- 
ce nificence, or conform to his example, 
* which carries in it the higheſt obligation, 
* and indearment ? How obdurate mult that 
ce heart be, how ungrateful that breaſt, who 
< refuſes to regard the command, the ex- 
e ample of a condeſcending, dying Saviour, 
6e who, tho he was rich, yet for our ſakes be- 
% came ν Y 
In diſcourſing upon this ſubject, I would 


endeavour, 


In the „irt place, to repreſent this grace 
of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, who, tho be uns 
rich, yet for our ſakes became poor. 

Secondly, To ſhew that this grace of our 
Lord TFeſus Chriſt is of the greateſt advan- 
tage to us, and deſigned for our benefit, 
that we through his poverty might be rich. 

AND, thirdly, to make ſome improvement 
of the ſubject, and draw ſome proper con- 
cluſions from it. 
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and diſtinctly conſidered, viz, what we are 


| antecedent to his incarnation. 


Fulneſs of the Godhead bodily : not like a ſha- 


© 


* * | 
I. I. am to g ee this grace of. our 
Lord eſs. Chriſt, "who, though be was rich, 
yet for dur ſakes. became poor. Under this 
ead there are. two things to be inquired into, 


to underſtand by bis being rich? and then 
how he became poor ? 
_ In the firſt place, he was rich in all that 
glory and blefiednef, he had with the F ather, 


He was the brightneſs of his Father's glo- 
ry, and the expreſs image of his perſon *, The 
image of the inviſible God, that in all things 
be might t have the preeminence d. In the be- 

inning was the Word, and the Word was wi th 
Grd and the Word was Ged ©, He had a glory 
with the F ather before the world was l. Was 
in the form of God*. In him dwelt all the 


dow, as in the terple of Log but truly 
and ſubſtantially *. f. Thus our bleſſed Lord 
ſpeaks of himſelf, before Abram was, I 
am . I am the fee, and the laſt", Not only 
before Abram was, J am; but before all 
worlds I am. He came doum from heaven, 
and 18 above ati. And therefore, on ac- 
count of the excellency of his perſon, as well 
as of the doctrine which he brought alon 
with! him from heaven, he is to be —— 


* Heb. i. 3. IT f, Coloſf, ii. 9: 

* Coloſ. i. 1 51 5 John viii. 58. 

© John i. 1. 7 k Revel. i. 17. 
John xvti. 5, 1 John ii. 31. : 

g Phil, i, 6. 3 | 


before 


ä 


before all, All thingg that the Farben hath, 
bee a pantaker of his flap ud per: 


f-&ions, When he had finiſhed the work - | 


the Father gave him to do, ſays he, Father, 
glorify me with thine own. glary, with the 
glory which I bad with thee before the world 
was \. | TY RES 
| Wauen we ſpeak of the. glories of the 
Lord Jeſus, they are above all our concep- 
tion and language. What tongue can de- 
{cribe his glorious excellencies ? #2 
Axp as he was thus glorious, ſo he muſt 
alſo be equally happy, and poſſeſſed — 
portionable bleſſedneſs: For what elſe jg hap- 
pineſs, but a ſtate of ſatisfaction, . pleaſure, 
and delight, reſulting from the poiteflion of 
what is truly excellent. Whenever therefore 
the ſcripture ſpeaks of his excellencies and 
perfections, it e alſo his happineſs. 
His glory and bleſſedneſs are inſeparable. 
Bor though he was thus rich, yet for our 
fakes be became poor, which is the ſecond 
thing to be conſidered, How did be become 
vor £ He became poor, . wag 
1. As he emptied himſelf of bis glory, and 
was made fleſh. | 
The Word, that was in the beginning with 
God, and was God, was made fleſh®, He 
did not appear in his full glory, nor in the 
form of God, but in the humble pooſ form of 
@ ſervant. He took not on bim, he did not 
lay hold of, the nature of angels, but of the 


* John xvi. 15, 1 John i. 1 
b n l. 3 T 4 "SY 
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feed 
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"AF 
feed of Abraham. The Word was united to 
that body bat was prepared for him. Foraſ- 
much as the children were partakers of fleſh 
and blood," he alſo himſelf” took» part of the 
fame, that through death be might deſtroy 


Him that had the power of death, that is, the 


devil, and deliver them, who through fear of 
death were” all their life-time ſubject to bon- 
dage®. He was made of a woman*. God 
manifeſt in the fleſh*. Emmanuel, God with 
us 4, 1 | | 

:. THERE were ſome, who from the very age 
of the apoſtle rejected this doctrine of the 
incarnation, and aſſerted that he was not 
truly born, did not really ſuffer, and die, 
but in opinion, and appearance only, a meer 
deluſion, and cheating impreſſion upon our 
ſenſes. This notion is ſubverſive of the 
whole goſpel, and implies, that our Lord is 
the greateſt deceiver that eyer was in the 


world; that his murderers were not guilty of 
any crime; that he could not poſſibly be the 
Saviour of mankind, and conſequently that 


we can be under no obligation to him; but, 
on the contrary, it muſt be the higheſt folly 
and abſurdity to celebrate his praiſe, or to 
ſuffer for his fake, who only pretended to 
have ſuffered for us. However monſtrous 
and antichriſtian this opinion is, the apoſtle 


Jobn tells us, that there were ſome in his 


days, who would not confeſs that Feſus 


„ Feb. ii. 14, Is... 1 Tim. iii. 16. 
„Gal, iv. 4. Matth. i. 23. a 
f Chriſt 


171 4 
Chriſt is come in the fleſh, and thut this was 
that | ſpirit of antichriſt that was in tbe 
world. And through an uninterrupted (&- 
ries of ſeveral generations, there were ſome 


who denied, and ridiculed this neceſſary fun- 


damental doctrine, that Jeſus Chriſt had a real 
body. That the Mord was made fleſh," is one 
of the great facts recorded in the goſpeEhit- 
tory, and which we, as Chriſtians, ſted- 
faſtly believe, Bleſſed Jeſus! how amazing 
is thy grace l what a real and proper conde- 


ſcention this! Nor let it be imagined; that 


this is beneath the dignity of ſo glorious a 
being; all that can be reaſonably: inferred 
from it is, that he has in a moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing manner demonſtrated the glory of his 
goodneſs, and compaſſion. Tis true, among 
men, this may be thought a diſparagement to 
greatneſs, and a ſuperiority of character; bat 
this is only owing to our pride, perverſeneſs, 
vanity, and ill- nature. It muſt be an argu- 
ment of the moſt ſtupid mind, to cenſure, 
and reproach him for having thus humbled 
himſelf to teſtify his compaſſion, and tender 
concern for our. happineſs. Oh my ſoul, 
thou haſt infinite reaſon to acknowledge, 
admire, and adore the grace of thy Re- 
deemer, that though be was rich, yet N. 
tby ſake he ſhould thus become poor? 

2. He alſo became poor, ashe appeared, and 


lived amongſt us in the n and mean- 
eſt circumſtances. 


I John iv. 2, 3. 4 
He 


> — ett. os 


« 8 1. 
ir was indeed 'a: king, Bur his kingdom 
| was not of this world. He had nothin 
that grandeur, -- which the Jews ignorantly 
expected; he overlooked every thing of that 
kind, and gloriouſly deſpiſed all that pagean- 
try, and empty ſtate which a weak and gid- 


* multitude are fond of. He was born of 


4 poor virgin in Jewry. Though a deſcen- 
dant of the royal family of David, as it was 
foretold in antient prophecy, yet it was re- 
duced to very mean circumſtances, gone to 
decay, and impoveriſhed by frequent wars, 
and captivities, and by the conqueſt of the 
Romans; though he was alfa the defire-c 
all nations, yet how obſcure: his birth? 


the San of God muſt be brought into the 
world according to our ways of judging and 
acting, it might have been expected, that his 


birth ſhould be attended with all poſſible ce- 
remony, and uſhered in with the utmoſt pomp 


and ſplendor: but there is nothing of 


his, birth. Herein, as well as in other circums 


ſtances of his life, he —_— and 
was made of no 


The place of his 
nativity was no better 1 a ftable, and there 
laid in the manger. His birth was indeed at- 
tended with a choir of angels, who publiſhed 
it to the ſhepherds, wwho were, in the neighbour- 
ing fields, watching. their flocks in the night. 
In his infancy he was forced into Egypr, 
and upon his return thence is brought up in 
the obſcure country of Galilee, and by way 


of reproach called a Galikan, as were his 
diſciples 


of | 


L 
i 


\ 


j 


"Þ 5 1 | 


diſciples alſo with'a'ſneer' called Galileats't; 


perſons from whom nothing could be ex- 


d that was either learned, or polite. 
Galilee he had no higher a character, 
than the carpenter's ſon, and probably” was 


brought up in that employment, before he 


was called forth to the püblick exbrciſe of 
his office, and appeared as the great pros 
phet. He was not bred up to learning, hor 
educated in the ſchools of the ,prophets,” or 
at the feet of the 'Rabbins. There Was ins 


deed no need of it in his particular caſe, be 


cauſe he had the Spirit given him without 
meaſure, which Peers elſe can pretend to. 
This was one of the grand exceptions which 
the Jews: made againſt him: V bence hath 
this man this wiſdom,” and theſe mighty E 2 
I not this the carpenttr's fon? is not his no- 
ther called Mary? and bis brethren james, 
and Joſes, and Simon, and Judas? and 51 


ſiſters are they not all wvith us ? whenedthen 


hath this man theſe. things; They deſpiſed 


and flighted him for the meanneſs of his 


parentage, and rejected his doctrine out of 
ice to his 5 perſon. Thus it was alſo 


objected, * how knoweth this man letters, hav- 
ing never learned? But how unreaſonable, 


how perverſe this prejudice ? The argument . 


concludes ſtrongly the other way, viz. that 
he muſt be an extraordinary perſon, divinely 
aſſiſted, who on a ſudden, without my a 


Ac ii. 3. * John vii. 15. 
t Matth. xiii. 54, 55. © etl 


diſciple | 
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$ diſciple af uy Mun. nn 
if could ſoirtadily-expound: the prophets: that 
= he who was the ſou of a. carpenter;. brought; 
1 up ignorantly in ſo mean a family, without 
| þ the advantage of a liberal education, could 
= yet give ſuch evidence of his ſuperior know- 
pee, and wildom, and do di angry 
works among them. Ge + 
Hs meanneſs er an as he 
had no ſhare in the poſſeſſions of this world, 
1 net ſo much as one of the loweſt conve- 
of DIENCIEs ,of life; no ſettled place of abbde, 
no habitation of his awn. ' Tr 
have, hes, and the birds of | the air. have 
rus but the om of - nan bus not where to lay 
bis bead. He: not only wanted the grans 
deur and ornaments of the palace, but the 
neceſſary accommodations & the meaneſt 
cottage; nay; ſueh was his exceeding means 
neſs, that both he and his diſciples lived up- 
on the charity of thoſe, %% miniſtred to 
him o, their fubſtanse v. So poor, that he 
was obliged to work a miracle to pay the 
yearly. offering for tbe 2 of the gn 
In his ordinary expences, he lived upon a0 
in his extraordinary ones, upon miracles. 
Thus for our ſakes he became a poor man. 
Bleſſed Jeſus ! this inſtance of thy humilia- 
tion demonſtrates the greatneſs of thy un- 
deſerved compaſſion, and kindneſs: herein 
haſt thou, in the moſt illuſtrious manner, 


* Matth. viii. 20. Matth. xvũ. * 27. 
Luke viii. 3. | 


, 0 © 


recom- / 


ment is — fach heights of glory and 
mafeſty, to the loweſt* pitch of poverty? 
What a this to ſhame bur pride, our 
 haughtine(, and over-valaing the things of 
this world? How muſt "this nM dondeſeen 
Gon donfront, and put to the bluſh,” all the 
pageantry, and empty ſhows of this earth'? 
Had our bleſſed Lord with an ex- 
ternal pomp, with the glitter of an 
ce, he might, perhaps, have made more 
rvile, mercenary, - itical converts; but 
not have perſuaded men one jot the more to 
be inwardly holy, and truly religions: be- 


cauſe the great arguments wich muſt haye 


done this, and conqueretl che prejudices, of 
men, fermented by 4 blind zeal, are to be 
fetched from the great; and eternal rect 
mm of another, and better world. 

3. Ix the third arid laſt place, be e 
poor, as he wus treated; and at laſt ſuffeted 
and died, as one of the moſt infimons cha- 
mucter, It Was propheſy's of him, that he 
ſhould be a "man of ſorrows, and acquainted 
with grief; and what was his whole life, 
but one continual paſſion ?* What contradice 
tion of finners did be bear? How ridiculed, 
neglected, and contemned by the perfons he 
came to ſave? Such the outrage of à fari- 
ous incenſed multitude, that the moſt in- 
nocent beneficent actions, or the moſt kind 
and illuſtrious miraeles, could not protect him. 
From dis infancy was he traduced and per- 
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"feof 
a the moſt infamous da in- 


ſulted as a wine=bibber; à glutton, 4 llaſnbe- 
mer, à confederate with the; devil binifelf, 


an infamous fellow, an enemy to Cæſar, and 


as ſuch a criminal apprebendad, . ſcoffed, de- 
rided, buffeted, ſcuurged, arrayed in à gor- 


geous, robe, ſurrounded with the noiſe and 


hiſſings of the people, tried, condemned, a 


crown of thorns put on his head in deri- 


ſion, a robber and murderer preferred before 
him, and executed on the croſs at Calvary 
between two malefactors, as the vileſt, and 


| moſt. infamous. The death he ſuffered was 


not only extremely painful, but the moſt ig 
nominious that —* be inflicted, it being — 


Roman puniſhment inflicted upon the vileſ 
amen. as. fugitives, ſlaves, - thieves, and 
traitors, contrived to expreſs an abhorrence 


of the criminal, as one below the human 
nature. And yet our dear Redeemer was 
thus treated, N 45 ſuffered, thus died. Won- 
der, oh my ſoul! at this amazing humilia» 
tion of the Son of God, and let thy devout 
regards, and affecd ions de devoted to him, 
who, tho" be was. rich, yet for the Jake ** a 
0 world an Poor. | 


Tas brings m me to ſhew , ſecondly, That 
this grace of our Lord Feſus Chrift i is of the 


greateſt advantage to us, and deſigned for 


our benefit. 
TE 1s conſideration greatens his condeſ. 


| crpſion, and heightens the teſtimony of his 


love, 


Lo” 


: 


— 


Fn} 


love! On this aceontt the apoſtle hho! guides 


the love of God, that ben Ee e, 


Cbriſ died fur ur Under this head it will 
be neceſſary to Aiquite how abr are” made 


rich: and this T apprehend, Wilk "beſt ap- 
pear by conſiderihg wherein our p 
Onſite, and what proviſion” our” bleſſed 
Lord has made for our relief. 

1. Ov R poverty eminentiy eonſiſted 
our ignorance, and our bleſſed Lord has en- 
riched us by the revelation he has made of 


the will of God, and the inſtructions he has - 
given us in every 


thing neceſſary to be known, 
and practiſed, in order to our preſent” com- 
fort, and final happineſs. 

Wu AT a moving re reſentation does the 
apoſtle Paul give of the wretched ſtate of the 
world before the coming of "Chriſt? Tt would 
aſtoniſh a Chriſtian? to fead over the Pagan 


divinity. What groſs ighorance' of the bleſ. 


ſed God ? What unworthy, and falſe ap- 


5 — of his perfections? What horri- 


e ſuperſtitions, and abominable idolatries? 
And agreeable to the unworthy apprehen- 
ſions of God which they had, they went 
into the practice of all manner of lewdnels, 
the moſt ſhocking, heir fook/h 'beart being 
darkened, and alienated from the" life "of God. 
Varro, according to the report of St. Auſtin, 


counts up thirty thouſand deities whom they 


\ dſuperſtitiouſly worſhipped. 


* Rom. v. 8, 10, 


By 
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ed with the trueſt knowledge, 


14 
5 By the glorious goſpel of the Son of God, 
we are delivered from this darkneſs, | en- 


brought 
into a ſtate of the cleareſt light, and frees 
dom, and delivered from that ſtate of igno- 
rance, in which mankind was involved. We 


tance with him, in the moſt 


of 3 and a 
out of that ſeats of obſcurity, in 


it was before, | ſet before us. The 


are inſtructed in the knowledge of the one 
true God, his adorable 
ner in Which we are to worſhip him, the 
terms on which alone we can find accep- 


perde Hen 


the man- 


glorious immortality, 


diſcovery of truth, eſpecially of ſuch im- 
portance to us, is one of the greateſt plea- 
capable of. It gives 
the underſtanding an enlargement, and, up- 


on this account, the goſpe 


ſures the human mind is 


1 is called, be 


. it proclaims liberty 


| fo the captives 


the priſe 


— 


that were bound *, *, thro" the tender mercy" of 


God, whereby the day-ſprin 
bath vifited us, to give light: to them who fit 


ſpring from on high 


in darkneſs, and to guide our feet into the 


way of 


or the moſt learned Rabbi. 
Bur what will all theſe diſcoveries ſig- 


d James i. 55 1, 12. 


© Iſa. Ixi. 1 


ace *. He therefore, who 10 lein 
the kingdom of heaven, or in the gol! 
I greater than the wiſeſt pagan p 


ſtate, 
opher, » 


nify, while we remain ignorant of them ? 


Lake i. 78, 79. 


And 
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hg ar dn wi 
would otherwiſe hade been, by the 
condition of our creation: nor (was: 
| * 


Now to relieve: us under: this. dead 
ins of our nature, the Spirit of God is pro- 
vided to aſſiſt us, in the acceptable perfor- 


mance of every duty, and to overcome all 
the temptations which ſurround us. This 


Spirit is ſent in the name of Chrift, or as the 
585 of his mediation, and is What he pro- 
ö | miſed 
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virtually all good things.*,; ag the fruits of tb 


appear, if 


Ji expedient 2 Jou, ſays he, thut Igo u- 
way; fon if I go not ——— wall 
not come unto 8 but M I uepart, Lill 
fend him te yνν. And when he wn er- 


alted at theirs ram Bod, be received 


of the Father the promiſe uf ithe Hoke, 
and ſhed him forth upon his diſciples . I 


is alſo an abiding, influence af this: per 


accompanying goſpel miniftrations, tho his 
extraordinary gifts are ceaſed; to render them 
effectual to ſaving purpaſes, and which ſhall 
be given to thimaobo' qt it s. Tbis bleſſing 
of: Abraham ir come onthe Gentiles thro Je- 
fas Cbriſt h; and is eminently one of the 
unſtarchable ka of Gbriſt, and the great 

of the chriſt ian diſpenſation. Helis 


Spirit are more to be valid,: than all the 
riches yp this earth, which will evidently 
der, what the fruits f 


the Spirit a ; love, joy; peuce, long-ſuffering, 


See gaeodneſi, faith, - meekneſs, tembe- 
rance , rigbteouſiieſi, and truth i. We are 


changed Hum glory to glory, By te Spirit g 
the Lord n. Oh my God enrich me wi 
thy Spirit, #liat he may dwell in me, as a 
din, wenden as gs ee ok _ 


tie 1 7. 64, tig 4 Math, vii. II, 
Acts ii. 33. 32 Gal. V. 22, N. 
8 Luke vii, 13. 1 Eph. v. . 
h Gal. ili. * \ — n Hi, 18. 
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"miſled to his diſoi ee his leaving them. | 
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ſpiritual life, and as my guide into the ways 
of righteouſneſs, and peace. 3 
3. Ado TH ER branch of our poverty con- 
ſiſted in our being guilty creatures, without 
any certainty of pardon. r 
Tur we are guilty needs no proof, all 
- fleſh having corrupted therr ways ; but how 
a guilty creature ſhould be pardoned, the 
| light of nature could not certainly inform 
us, however probable it might appear, that 
God would. pardon upon the finner's re- 
pentance, and reformation,  _ _ - 
. AND what can be a more uneaſy ſtate, 
than that of guilt ? or more reſtleſs, than 
the fears, and ſuſpicions of a guilty mind? 
No ſooner is it apprehended by an awaken- 
ed mind, but the perſon' is at once thrown 
out of that good opinion he before had of 
himſelf, . and the ſatisfaction he enjoyed, from 
his deluſive dreams, vai As this muſt 
neceſſarily be the caſe, the uneaſineſs muſt 
ſtill increaſe, in proportion to the uncer- 
tainty of pardon; and conſequently the 
alone remedy is the goſpel of the Son of 
God, where we are taught how the juſtifica- 
tion of a ſinner is to be reconciled with the 
honour of the divine perfections, and govern- 
ment; and the promiſe of forgiveneſs is 
made to the penitent, thro' the redemption, 
which is in Chriſt Feſus. Be it known unto 
you, 2 and brethren, that. thro this man is 
reached unto you the forgiveneſs of fin : and 
him all who beli 2 e from all 
| D things, 
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forjaketh lis bn, Le find mercy b. And | he 
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things, from which ye could, not be ubified þ | 
the 12 15 Möôſes 1 All manner 57 Jin at : 
be forgiven unto men e. Whoſo confeſſeth and 
who was himſelf 4 Blaſphemer, "INJUF OUS, 
and breathed out threatnings and Haughters 
againſt the diſciples of the Lord, tells us, be 
TH ned mercy, 175 4 pattern 70 them, che 


ould hereafter believe . What millions o 


offences have been a ? what 1 5 
une ſouls 5 0 and ſanctified 7 
name of the Lord Teſts, and by the 997 
a. Goa j2 Such were ſome .of vou, ferni cators, 
rdolgters, adulterers,” effemi nate, abuſers of 
themſelves 401 th monk; ud, thieves, coverous, 
drunhards, revilers, extortit onerss 3 ; but ye are 


waſhed, but ye are Fanttified *. . Good God! 


what a wretched condition this? and yet, bad 


AS it was, not out of the reach of xdoning 
mercy, - Oh! 1 5 grace of the Re- 

cemer, who humbled himſelf, ſuffered, and 
died, that guilty, if penitent, creatures might 
be toned "What treaſures 'of grace has 
he enriched us with ? Bleſs the Lord, O m 7 


foul, let all that is within me ble eſs his bo 


name J every heart adore, and every lp 1 


lich his praiſe. 


4. ANOTHER branch of our poyerty con- 
filted in our ag ace from God. 


n Acts xili. 38, 39. 2 x Tim. i. oo; 

2 Matth, xis 31. 1 Cor. vi. . 

? T0 1 9s. n 
Tur 


* — = 9 A 


, In F oi | 55 
93 = « F588, J0 9 1 Fw , YA. ; Ad * | 
Tur entrance of in into the old e 2 


415 


Aranged God and the es ; Averſi 
and "enmity prevailed. © God; was offended, 
een provoked, and apr hearts: alie= | 

. nated from him, -. In the ſtate of our inhg= 

cent,, and uncorrupted. nature, there Was an 

amity, . a. friendhip. Man had the image 
and likeneſs of God; and while chere was 
no fin; there was nothing to interrupt > 


\ 


facred pleaſure, which was the natura „ ani 
neceſſary conſequence of ; a communion be- 
tween God and him. Sin has quite alter- 
ed this ſtate of the caſe, and tis only Gd 


medfation of the Lord Jeſus Chrilt that Gy, 
is reconciling the world to himſelf . And 
ſhall it be a queſtion. with any in this aſ-, 
ſembly, Whether this be.a, Hleſſing, or not? 
x Pſalniſt tells us, that he accounted. the 
wing-kindneſs of God better than life. It 
was his ſettled ſentiment, in which every ſe- 
rious devout. mind agregs with him, 25 
wecellent is thy Irvirig-kindnefs, O God * # 
Wha happineſs does the 2 1 l 
Jod include in it? What language 
deſcribe the bleſſedneſs, or explain fe fall 


; 
Ul 

caving of it? To have him reconciled, is: 
the higheſt honour and happineſs 2 creature 
is capable of, and for which we are, beholden 
to the grace of the Lord Fejus Chriſt, who 
tho he was rich, yet for bur ſake becams 


o 


= 


f 2 Cor. v. g. Pal. xxxvi 7. 
2 3. Laſiq, 


rn ͤ»„ — 
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5. Laftly, Another. branch of our pove 
was is Aue of death, which is 75 2 
Liſbed by Jeſus Chriſt, Who has alſo made us 
beirs of eternal life. 
: "BY one man's fin, death tntered into the 
world, and ſo death hath paſſed 4. all men *. 
All the living know they muſt Our fa” 
-thers, where are they? and the prophets, 40 
they live for ever ? Nor is this any impeach- 
ment of the goodneſs, or juſtice of God, 
that we ſhould be ſubje& to the natural con- 
ſequence of original fin; becauſe it had been 
no injuſtice, had he made, even an innocent 
creature mortal: immortality i is no original 
right of our nature. 
Bur tho' death is continued on all the 
oſterity of Adam; yet our dear Redeemer 
s obtained the victory, and triumphed o- 
ver it, by his reſurrection from the dead, and 
4 aſſured us of our reſurrection alſo from the 
. dead. By the reſurrection of the dead he 
HK has entirely vanquiſhed, and defeated him in 
A his original deſign, who by his ſubtlety had 
El brought the children of men to be ſubject to 
death, and thought to have entailed it ir- 
recoverably on the whole human race. But 
herein the Redeemer has ſpoiled him, oma | 
all ſhall be raiſed to a new life; the gray 
ſhall not be able to hold the dead his by - 
ſoners for ever : for as in Adam all tied 6 


in _”— all ſpall be made alive Y. As death is 
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tubes Jeſus Crit. 


„ 2 


univerſal, fo, ſhall the deliverance from it be. 
Thanks be to God, who. gi verb us the wy 


AND not only is death thus aboliſhed, Tore 
every real ſincere Chriſtian ſhall be 
of eternal life, the gift of God thro Jeſu 
Chriſt *. This he be ſentenced to by 
the Redeemer himſelf, who has merited an 
authority t give eternal hfe to as many as 
be pleaſeth. The; advancement of all the 
truly good to a ſtate of perfect purity, and 
compleat happineſs, was the deſign on which 
the bleſſed Jeſus came; to accompliſh i it he 
became poor, was neglected, treated in the 
moſt infamous manner, died on the croſs, and 
is now aſcended: 70 his Father and our Father, 
to his God and our Gad, to ſecure, by his. 
life, in the midſt of the throne, all the bleſ- 
ſings of a glorious immortality. Thus be. 
who was rich, for our ſake became poor, that 
we thro" his poverty might be rich. 


APPLICATION. 


1. Waar reaſon have we to bleſs the God 
and Father of our Lord TFeſus Chrift, for 


ſending him into the warld on fo nn a 
deſign ? | 


Ix ro the original goodneſs, and 
of God muſt it be refalved-1 : for be ſo Ns.” 
the world, that he gave his only-begotten Son, 


* I Cor, xv. 57. Rom. vi. 23. 


that 


© * 


* 


God 9 5 0 45 pig Mt bs 


of his character: 
directs the deſign in a much wiſer man- 


Son in he + 466714, that toe 1 we thro 

hint ©, This is the pan e repre 
ſentation, and language of the New Teſta: 
ment. Had mankind aa of innocent, as 
t guilty, 10 en his only-be orten 
4 — heaven, 'woul' have bern fach an 
mftance of goodneſs, as deletyed Cverlaſtin everlaſting 
praiſes : but to fend hinii to 4 work? of re- 
bels, incorrigible, obſtinate firmerbz, Lord / 


bur manner: 42 is this? what a nu 


racle of merey ? 1 
FF muſt alſ become as an inflatice 


of his wiſdom, that he why was rich, fot our 
fake became poor. Had he come dean from 
beuven in the form of God, and preached his 


25 


fpet with x choir of angels along with 


this perhaps might appear to 5 more 
ſu itable to his * ee, grandeur 
wildom of God 


his: magnificence and glory, * a 
ance would have been more apt to aftoniſh' 
and amaze, than inſtruct us: we ſhould; 
ly, have fixed" our thoughts more on 
is external glory, than on the ſpirituality of 
his precepts, and in the blaze of it loſt our 
way to the happineſs $ he came to fr before us, 


Ge? ohn iii, 65. © 1 John 1. 9 9. 


ner. Should = is 50, bis app 


fry. 
It was therefore much more per to 
bw by one like ourſelves, © 17 had, he 2 
ed with the retinue of an earthiy mo+ 
narch, our regards might bave been too far 


carried out after the Vanity of theſe thingy 


a diſpoſition inconſiſtent with the defign 


05 coming, which was 43 take off our Reach | 
ro 


m all” uch p "Herein therefore 
has God e pro pears us in all 00 
and prudence. = 
2. How abſurd 1 it to form. our u. 
ment of things only | from their 9 
pearances ; 
Ir was a great fumbli ng-black 70 \ the Je 
againſt the Meſſiah and Saviour 'of © the 


world, that he was a mean perſon, and of | 


obſcure birth; yet he was the Son of God, 
and, according 70 the fleſh, of the family 
David, the greateſt, and moſt. honourable 
in all 1 ael, cho at this time ſunk into de- 
cay. Our judgment ſhould be formed from 
real worth... Tho our bleſſed Lord was poor, 
yet, he, was the greateſt bleſſing to the world, 
and his character the moſt worthy, and b. 


nourable. 
THz poor are by no means to be deſp iſed, 


meerly on account of their poverty. Whg 


is it that has made the difference i in circum- 
ſtances ? This diſtinction was never defis ned 
ta make us hi gh-minded, or to puff us up 
with pride 1 haughtineſs, to a ſtupid 
neglect of thoſe, who are in inferior ſtations; 
but to try our faithfulneſs, and to 8 


| 
F 


— e a. Arid - 1 * 1 FY 


6 4 


us to be more extenſive bleſling 5 to as 


9 i church, and world. Perſons 7 great worth, 
i and excellence, are often. clothed in rags 3 
4 and a cottage is adorned with a more excel- 
With! Tent inhabitant, than ſome of the pompous 
B58 

i dwellings of the rich. We greatly injure 


1 our poor neighbour, if we conclude he muſt 
0 be worthleſß becauſe he is poor. 
f | 3. Wu Ar mighty obligations are we un- 
| der to ſerve this condeſcending Redeemer in 
the moſt extenſive manner we can? 
Ix our hearts are capable of being warm- 
ed into any degree of affection, tis impoſſ- 
ble, one would imagine, but this inſtance of 
oo grace of the Lord Jeſus Cbriſt ſhould do 
Muſt not our hearts burn within us, 
ble me meditate this glorious ſubject > 
Shall the Son of God empty himſelf of . the 
glory he bad with the Father, and appear in 
the form of. a ſervant ; become 4 man of po- 
3 verty, and ſorrows ; and we, who reap the 
bil begnefit of it, be unaffeRted ? What ſtupid_ 
| fouls muſt ours be? Be aſtoniſhed, O ye 
Heavens, and ſtand amazed, O earth! what 
$4 creatures muſt ſuch be, whom no kindnefs 
. will oblige, no not the moſt endearing that 
8 was ever heard of? If a prince deſcended 
{4 from his throne, and put himſelf into the 
1 ſtate of a beggar, purely to enrich us, ſhould 
44 ve not be looked upon as monſters of i ingra- 
6 titude, as the very reproach of the human 
Ji nature, did we refuſe him any ſervice we 
1 were capable of: and yet ſuch an abaſe- 
1 | ment 
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1254 
ment as this would not deſerve the name, if 
compared with the grace, condeſcenſion, and 
humiliation of the Son of God. Oh! 
may I always feel the power, the conſtraints 
of redeeming love? What ſervice ſhall I 
grudge for my deareſt Lord, who thought 
not poverty, or death, too coſtly an evidence 
of his compaſſion to me? Oh my foul 1 
contemplate this Lord in all. his ſtate of hu- 
miliation on thy account, and thence learn 
thy mighty obligations, and what returns of 
affection and ſervice are due to him? 
4. Lr us propoſe this example for our 
chearful imitation. | F 
Tu E ſame mind ſhould be in us, that 
there was in him. What an argument this 
GN holy indifference: to the preſent world, 
and to a generous contempt of its fooliſh 

gaieties? The example of the Son of God, 
if duly confidered, would throw a ſhade o- 
ver the luſtre of every gain appearance, con- 
tribute to extinguiſh "allghſh for every car- 
nal delight, make us dea both to the flat- 
teries and frowns of the World, and inſpire 
with a reſolution. to break thro” the incum- 
brance, temptation, ſnew and vanity of the 
pomps of it. Happy they ! whoſe minds 
are thus diſpoſed, and only uſe the diſtin- 4 
guiſhing bleſſings of providence for the glory 
of the giver of them, and the good of o- 
thers. : 2:1, nut F 
- FuRTHER, what an argument this to en- 
gage us to be kindly affected one towards an- 

ä E other ? 


0 


other ? Is it poſſible, after ſo great an ex- 
ample, we ſhould think beneficente not to 
be our duty, yea, our higheſt honour ? 
What can greaten a character more, than to 
be like the Sen of God himſelf, to do good 
to thoſe: who are in diſtreſs, and relieve their 


neceſſities? "Tis acting a divine, a God-like 


part: tis doing that, for which the Son of 
God came down. from heaven, when we thus 
become bleſſings to the world. We cannot, 
'tis- true, be like him in his miracles ; but 
we may and muſt be ſo in his compaſſion 


and mercy : we may put on bowels f kind- 


neſs, as he did, for thoſe in miſery, and be 
ready to reliebe the wants of the poor for 


his ſake, 2h being rich, for our ſakes be- 


came poor. We are not, indeed, required 
to become poor, to enrich others, as he 


was; but we ate obliged to aſſiſt the ne- 


ceſſities of others, according as God has bleſ- 
ſed us. To be kin&obliging, tender, com- 
paſſionate, wo hed with the wants, 
and burdens, under which others labour, is 
the bappieſt ſpirit in itſelf, as well as the 
moſt uſeful to all about us. Tis an argu- 
ment of a weak, and narrow mind, to be 
concerned for no body but ourſelves; to be 
engroſſing a large ſhare of this world's: good 
things, for no other purpoſe, but to make a 

iſhing ſhew among our fellow mor- 
tals. The real good man has an open heart, 
a generous, and large ſoul, delighting in be- 


| ing inſtrumental to 1 comfort, and happi- 


neſs 


neis of others. This is u piaQice our Bf 
7. Lord was remarkable for; he went about 


good, ſpent his whole life in the moſt 
bo | way. If we would form a juſt no- 
tion of his extenſive uſefulneſs, we muſt con- 
ſider him, as healing the fick; curing the 
mauned, feeding the | hungry multitude; g- 
ing ſpeech. to the dumb, hearing to the 
deaf, ſight to the blind, caſting out devils, 
and as railing up the dead. This was the 
employment, and delightful . work of his 
life; a noble proof of the ſatisfaction he 
took of being the great friend, and bene- 
factor of men; and every place was a Wit- 
neſs to the gracious words he ſpake, and 
to the wonderful works of goodneſs he per- 
formed. And can we follow a better ex- 
ample, an example that has the authority 
of a command ? without theſe fruits of 
righteou wy, our faith is dead; and we are a 
reproach, a -blemiſh to that holy name cd 
which de are called. 
As you have, e, my Brethren, this ay; an op 
portunity wing, that you are of this 
ing, — es Grit I doubt not, 
your contributions will he proportioned to 
the neceſſities of che poor children, RO 
now ſtand up before yõu. The diſtinQion 
the Kind providence of God has made in 
your circumſtances, ſhould be acknowledged 
with diſtinguiſhed ed gratitude: and one of 'the | 
belt proofs of this gratitude, is to e 
thoſe bleſſings, in making * as * 
E 2 
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and comfortable as you can, Charge them, 
ſays the apoſtle, eg are rich in tbis world, 
that they do good, that they- be rich in good 
.noarks, athes to! diſtribute to the neceſſities-of 
others, willing to communicate, laying up in 
Aare for. themſelves a good foundation agaitift 
the, lime to come, that they may lay bold of 
eternal life . It would be juſt in God to 
reduce thoſe from a ſtate of fullneſs, to a 
ſtate of want, who, neglect others in mean 
circumſtances, ſtruggling under the difficul- 
ties of life, and who would be thank] to 
God, and them, for their help. 

/ I compaſſion to the poor of this ncigh- 
thenrhdod) a CHARIiTY:;SCHoOL,has: been 
ſet up for the education of children in the 
„ale of Chriſtianity, to teach them to 
read and write, and to train them up to be 

uſeful to you, and others; in the inferior ſta- 
tions of life. The foundation, on which it 
ſtands, is not in oppoſition to our brethren 
of the eſtabliſhed church; no, we rejoice in 
every uſeful deſign among chern. and are de- 
ſirous to walk a- breaſt with them, on the 
foot of our common Chriſtianity;,. {See the 
State of the ſchool at the end of the ſerman.] 
You are very ſenſible, this ſervice; cannot be 
;earried” on, without a conſiderable neceſlary 
expence; mod as your collection is only an- 
nual, it makes it the; more neceſſary, that 
your contributions ſhould be with the greater 
chearfulnęſs and e Be 86 nen of 
10 E Tim. vi. 15, 80 10. Atuleld 
15558 4 well 
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aell-doing a 565 e hath pity on "the poor, 


be will be pleaſed. Tam far from being an 
advocate to breed up the children of the poor, 
with a view to make them gentlemen, or 
that the parents ſhould be hereby led into an 
opinion, — * having had the benefit of this 
education, they are not to. labour in the com- 


mon offices, and lower ſtations of life. I am, 


on the contrary, ſatisfied, this is foreign to 
your deſign, and is a notion which you 
would, by no means, countenance. The 
education of youth in the principles of Chri- 
ſtianity, and training them up in the nurture 
and admonition of 'the Lord, does not in 
the leaſt, I think, interfere with their being 
ſerviceable in thoſe lower employments they 
are fit for; but, on the contrary, has an a 
parent tendency to make them in all reſpe 2 
and in every ſocial relation, more aſh, as 
they will: hereby be inſtructed in tlie larger 
compaſs of their duty, both to God, their 
neighbours, and themſelves. The wiſeſt in⸗ 
ſtitution may be abuſed, and the beſt con- 
Certed meaſures defeated, and too often are 
ſo; but tho! this ma happen, it is no ar- 
gument againſt the thing itſelf, and ſhould 


only excite thoſe, who are entruſted with 


the direction of: it, to be more careful 
to impreſs the young and tender mind, with 
proper notions of the deſign of their / e- 
ducation. . am well ſatisfied, "Way: a pru- 
. Gal vi. 9. Prov. xi 7). 

| dent 


Tendeth to the Lord i; and with ſucb ſacrifice 
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dent | Triggernent, of this: kind of chatity, 
would very much tend to teſorm the man- 
nere of the age, and by the bleſſing of Gd 

have a happy influence: en the publick goad.: 
and Where it is not ſo, the fault is not in 
the deſign itſelf, but muſt be charged on 
the imprudent, and irregular management of 
it, In this view, I cant think Lam acting out 


of character, when I intreat thoſe Gentlemen, 


to whom the, gare of this affair is more im- 
mediately committed, to make conſcience of 
diſcharging their truſt. I do not mention it, 

from any apprehenſion: I have, that there is 
any failure in this part of your duty: hut 


to confirm you in your zealous care, and 


auen your perſeyetance in ſo good: a 
work. How many poor children ate- ftrol- 
ling up and down our ſtreets, accuſtoming 
themſelves to every thing that i is profane, 

who might be made uſeful, by impro 


ving 
their mind | in the knowledge of kg duty, 
inte dem with juſt notions of good 


and evil, and giving religious ſentiments the 
firſt poſſeſſion? How open is. neglected youth 
to ebe inſinuations of vice and immo- 
rality, and eafily ; ſeduced into a — of 

acting very prejudicial to themſelves, 

all about them? Our proſpects of future 
are either good, or had, in proportion to aur 
— or hopes of the riling generation they 
therefore WhO have any ſerious concern up- 
on their minds about the real intereſt of ne- 
gion, ſobriety, een, juſtice and 5 
teouſneſs, 


e n 

teouſneſs, will rejoice in, and ſhould be aſ- 
fiſting to carry on ſuch deſigns, as have an 
apparent tendency to prevent our fears, and 
encourage our hopes of future g. In 
moſt places we hear complauits made of the 
badnefs of ſervants, and the degeneracy of 
the / preſent age among the meaner ſort of 
perſons ; I wiſh there was not alfo' reaſon of 
complaint among perſons in higher ſtations, 
and, I apprehend, one main reaſon of it is, 
that there is no more cate taken of the edu- 
cation of our youth. If parents would be 
careful in this particular at home, and ma- 
ſters of families would have a more watchful 
eye over the moral conduct of thoſe com- 
mitted to their care, it would have a happy 
tendency to cure the growing evil, and ren- 
der our Charity-Schools much more benefi- 
cial: Whatever the ſucceſs of your preſent 
worthy deſigns and endeavours may be, you 
will however have the pleaſure of reflecting 
on having done your duty, and contributing 
what lay in your-power to promote the in- 
tereſt of real goodneſs, and to be ſervice- 
able to mankind. ' To conclude, I heartily 
recommend the defign to the bleſſing of God, 
and to your liberal contributions for the ne- 
ceſſary ſupport of it, remembring the grace 
of our Lord Feſus Chrift, who tho' he was 
rich, yet for our fakes became poor, that uur 
thro his poverty might be made rich. 

5. LasTLy, I would obſerve, . what a 
great difference there will be between our 
Lord's firſt and ſecond coming. He appear- 
FR — 


0 


ed at firſt among us in all the circumſtances 
of poverty, and meanneſs; his ſecond coming 
will be in the glory f bis Father , in bis 
own glory, with all the boly angels : be ſball 
fit upon the throne of bis glory, and before 
him ſhall be gathered all nations , and then 
ſhall he reward every man according to 'his 
"4 works, Oh my ſoul ! how ſolemn, how 
'| grand his appearance]! what a glory this! 


he ; 
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how awful the triumphs of this day ! Every 
eye ſhall fee him i, ſhall fee the honour con- 
ferred upon him, and all knees bow before him. 
Is this the Jeſus, who once lived on earth 
in poverty, and diſgrace? is this he, who 
was a man of ſorrows, and acquainted with 
grief ? is this that Jeſus, who was treated, 
as one of the moſt infamous character, and 
died on the croſs? Yes, oh my ſoul ! this is 
Jeſus thy Saviour, he in whom I believed, 
whoſe appearance I loved the thoughts of, 
and for whoſe awful glorious coming I am 

prepared. Hoſanna, bleſſed be he who thus 
cometh, Hoſanna in the higheſt. Bleſſed Je- 
ſus! may the thoughts of this day be always 

| preſent to my mind, and influence all my 
conduct, that I may be approved, and ap- 
plauded before the whole aſſembled world, 
well done, thou good and faithful ſervant ; for 
J was an hungred, and you gave me meat; 
was thirſty, and you gave me drink; I was 
a ftranger, and you took me in ; naked, and 
you clothed me; I was fick, and you viſited 


Mat. xvi, 27. ch. xxv. 31, 32. Rev. i. 7. 


- CBE SS Ih e — 1 > ; 
2 2 * * — * 
— = — ” 1 — — — — wy I - f — N 4 e 
— 8 ——— 5 — — — — — — yr - — 2 — * * * ms a 
— * 5 3 . TE 2 FITC Dt = = — * —— S — — A - . pO — . co — ; = X 
s 2 ; - A . LY a + — 2 = r — > — > 
2 BY 2 — — 4 . 2 - = oy —_— 5 =, 2 - > 
- — wy . - m_— — 4 — . xn. WW * * 2 

A - 2 8 p x - — a g . 

- wa — 8 N 2 — 2 — 2 Gout 

1 4 py * * 2 . . - * — — — — 5 — 
oa os — 5 4-.2m- PS 
% 
* 


———— — „ x * I 
nes — 3 3 . ———— 


mY 
A ˙ V ↄ ↄ „„ > POS. oo 


me; 


882 —.— 
* 


—— 


— — 


7B 7,” 


1 38 . 


Is 42045 in priſon, and you; viſited mne. inaſ- ; 


much as. yuu, haue dne it unto one of. theileaft- 


, theſe my brethren, vou Baue done it ſo * 


me. men into. the joy of thy, Lord Koto et: 
er « The . of the cho. x 4 


* n 


1 vear 1687, in the reign of king 
Janes II. when a- ſchool was ſet up by 


one Pulteney, a Feſuit, and publick notice 


given that he would inſtruct the children of 
the poor poor gratis; upon which Mr. Arthur» 
Sballett, and ſome other hearty fer” 
* . gentlemen, laid the foundation. of this 
© ſchool, to avoid the dangerous conſequen- 
ces of a popiſh ſchool, and to provide for 
© the. inſtruction. of the poor. The number 
of ſcholars" at firſt Mug ferry 3 zit was not 


long: before they were increaſed. to N 


and nom they are advanced to one humdrnd 
and tuenty. They are taught to- read, 
© write,.and- cynber, and are inſtructed in 
the Aſembiy scatechiſin; and ſo are edu- 
cated . in a proper way, to fit them forthe 
c ſeryice both of God and man. It Was 
the firſt ſchool the proteſtant diſſenters 
* were concerned in; and objects are re- 


2 H E an of, it was, in the | 


* Ceived here, without any diſtinction of par- 


© ties, as nothing is intended but the gene- 
ral good. It is ſituated in one of the 
© pooreſt parts about the city; and the chil- 

s Matth. xxv. " 35» 36. 
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©and"fiſher-men, '&c. are taught witheut any 
<\ expence to their parents The charge has 
© been defrayed by the gifts and ſubſtriptions 
of private perſons; by one annual collec- 


tion on this day at this place, and by ano- 


ther in the city; and by the kind remem 
„ brance of fome in their laſt wills. 


thus the managers have been wabled] .not 


only to pay for the inſtruction of the 
© children, but to give them bibles, tefta- 
© ments, catechiſms, writing and eyphering- 
© books, cage to yo” out ſore E 
„ trades," 4 | DAS 
"Train 17 a in the way en Se, 
and ben he is old, be will not 
it ®, Bleſſed js be that confulereth the por”, 
and is merciful ; for they ſhall obtain merey*. - 
What a lovely character does Fob"giveus' af 
himſelf, in the vindication of his n inte- . 
ority ? T delivered the poor that tried, and 
the fatberleſi, and him that bad nume id help 
him. De laing 'of bim that" wa read) o 
b came upon me, and T cauſed the wilow's 
heart to fing. I ua "eyes to dhe blend; and 
feet” I was to khr lame; I wat 4 father t 
the poor . And this in the eſteem of our 
Lord is one of the weightier "9 Hers of- the 
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* Prov: xxii. 6. e 12, 15 e. 
1 Plal. iy. . | tth. xxili. 384) 97 . 
* Matth. v. 7. nd I 


